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BROADCASTERS RESPONSE

BROADCASTERS
SPEAK ON

REGULATORY
FRAMEWORK

The Regulatory Framework for Broadcast
&Cable Services mooted by TRAI has received
feedback from various stakeholders from the
industry. Scatmag presents the views Indian

Broadcasting and Digital Foundation (IBDF).
The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (Trai)

has once again extended the deadline for the
implementation of the new broadcast sector

tariff regulations —commonly known as NTO 2.0
— by almost six months, to November 30th.

The Indian Broadcasting and Digital Foundation
(IBDF) has urged the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India
(TRAI) to deregulate broadcast tariff and remove restrictions
on channel bundling.

Responding to the TRAI's consultation paper titled'
Issues related to New Regulatory Framework for
Broadcasting & Cable Services', the IBDF said that the time
is ripe for the regulator to implement a forbearance model
vis-à-vis pricing of channels and packaging of such channels

Q4. Please provide your comments on following points
with justifications and details:
A. Should channel prices in bouquet be

homogeneous? If yes, what should be an
appropriate criteria for ensuring homogeneity
in pricing the channels to be part of same
bouquet?

IBDF response:
i. No. Channel prices in a bouquet cannot be

homogenous, as that would forcefully try to equalise
the price of each channel. It is relevant to have
heterogeneity for a package, also to allow the
probability of any of those channels to be considered
for subscription outside the bouquet. Homogeneity
is antithetical to the very concept of bundling and
any requirement for homogeneity in a bouquet either
with price or genre of the channel will defeat the very

inayaamak Z,aMcao prinayaamak Z,aMcao prinayaamak Z,aMcao prinayaamak Z,aMcao prinayaamak Z,aMcao pr
p`saarNakta-AaoM ka $Kp`saarNakta-AaoM ka $Kp`saarNakta-AaoM ka $Kp`saarNakta-AaoM ka $Kp`saarNakta-AaoM ka $K
T/a[- Wara p`staivat p`saarNa AaOr kobala saovaaAaoM ko ilae

inayaamak Z,aMcao kao ]Vaoga ko ivaiBanna ihtQaarkaoM sao p`itiËyaa
imalaI hO.skOTmaOga¸ [MiDyana ba`a^DkaisTMga eMD iDijaTla

fa]MDoSana ³Aa[-baIDIef´ ihtQaarkaoM sao ivacaaraoM
p`stut kr rha hO. BaartIya dUrsaMcaar inayaamak p`aiQakrNa

³T/a[-´ nao ek baar ifr sao nayao p`saarNa xao~ ko TOirf
inayamaaoM ko kayaa-nvayana kI samaya saImaa kao lagaBaga Ch mahInao

baZ,akr 30 navaMbar kr idyaa hO¸ ijasao AamataOr pr
enaTIAao 2º0 ko $p maoM jaanaa jaata hO.

[MiDyana ba`a^DkaisTMga eMD iDijaTla fa]MDoSana ³Aa[-baIDIef´ nao
BaartIya dUrsaMcaar inayaamak p`aiQakrNa ³T/a[-́  sao p`saarNa Saulk kao inayaM~Na
mau@t krnao AaOr caOnala baMDilaMga pr p`itbaMQa hTanao ka Aaga`h ikyaa hO.

p`saarNa AaOr kobala saovaaAaoM ko ilae nayaoo inayaamak Z,aMcao sao
saMbaMiQat mau_o ‘SaIYa-k vaalao T/a[- ko pramaSa- p~ ko javaaba maoM̧  Aa[-baIDIef
nao kha ik inayaamak ko ilae caOnalaaoM ko maUlya inaQaa-rNa AaOr eosao caOnalaaoM kI
pOkoijaMga ko ilae ek sahnaSaIlata maa^Dla laagaU krnao ka samaya Aa gayaa
hO.

p `4:p `4:p `4:p `4:p `4:kRpyaa Aa O ica %ya Aa Or ivavarNa ko sa aqa in a mn a ila iKtkRpyaa Aa O ica %ya Aa Or ivavarNa ko sa aqa in a mn a ila iKtkRpyaa Aa O ica %ya Aa Or ivavarNa ko sa aqa in a mn a ila iKtkRpyaa Aa O ica %ya Aa Or ivavarNa ko sa aqa in a mn a ila iKtkRpyaa Aa O ica %ya Aa Or ivavarNa ko sa aqa in a mn a ila iKt
iba Md uAao M pr ApnaI iTPpNaI do M:iba Md uAao M pr ApnaI iTPpNaI do M:iba Md uAao M pr ApnaI iTPpNaI do M:iba Md uAao M pr ApnaI iTPpNaI do M:iba Md uAao M pr ApnaI iTPpNaI do M:

e ºe ºe ºe ºe º @yaa bauko maoM caOnalaaoM kI kImat sajaatIya haonaI caaiheÆ@yaa bauko maoM caOnalaaoM kI kImat sajaatIya haonaI caaiheÆ@yaa bauko maoM caOnalaaoM kI kImat sajaatIya haonaI caaiheÆ@yaa bauko maoM caOnalaaoM kI kImat sajaatIya haonaI caaiheÆ@yaa bauko maoM caOnalaaoM kI kImat sajaatIya haonaI caaiheÆ
yaid haM tao caOnalaao M ko ek hI bauko ka ihssaa bananaoyaid haM tao caOnalaao M ko ek hI bauko ka ihssaa bananaoyaid haM tao caOnalaao M ko ek hI bauko ka ihssaa bananaoyaid haM tao caOnalaao M ko ek hI bauko ka ihssaa bananaoyaid haM tao caOnalaao M ko ek hI bauko ka ihssaa bananao
ko ilae maUlya inaQaa-rNa mao M ek$pta sauinaiScat krnaoko ilae maUlya inaQaa-rNa mao M ek$pta sauinaiScat krnaoko ilae maUlya inaQaa-rNa mao M ek$pta sauinaiScat krnaoko ilae maUlya inaQaa-rNa mao M ek$pta sauinaiScat krnaoko ilae maUlya inaQaa-rNa mao M ek$pta sauinaiScat krnao
ko ilae ek ]pyau@t maanadMD @yaa ha onaa caaiheÆko ilae ek ]pyau@t maanadMD @yaa ha onaa caaiheÆko ilae ek ]pyau@t maanadMD @yaa ha onaa caaiheÆko ilae ek ]pyau@t maanadMD @yaa ha onaa caaiheÆko ilae ek ]pyau@t maanadMD @yaa ha onaa caaiheÆ

Aa[-baIDIef ]<ar:Aa[-baIDIef ]<ar:Aa[-baIDIef ]<ar:Aa[-baIDIef ]<ar:Aa[-baIDIef ]<ar:
i. nahIM̧  bauko maoM caOnalaaoM kI kImatoM sama$p nahIM hao saktI hOM̧  @yaaoMik

[sasao p`%yaok caOnalaaoM kI kImat kao samaana $p sao barabar krnao ka
p`yaasa ikyaa jaayaogaa.pOkoja ko ilae ivaivaQata haonaa p`asaMigak hO̧
saaqa hI ]na caOnalaaoM maoM sao iksaI kI saMBaavanaa kao bauko ko baahr
sadsyata ko ilae ivacaar krnao kI Anaumait donaa BaI p`asaMigak hO.
sama$pta baMDilaMga kI AvaQaarNaa ko ivaprIt hO AaOr caOnalaaoM kI
kImat yaa SaOlaI ko saaqa bauko maoM sama$pta ko ilae kao[- BaI
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objective of bundling. The TRAI itself has found a
lack of homogeneity by concluding that it is impossible
to find a uniform cost structure for this industry. From
an economic standpoint, any pricing exercise first
needs to discover a broad cost structure that can be
used as a base to derive a uniform pricing structure.
The fact that the TRAI concludes this to be impossible
militates against any homogeneity. It is therefore
submitted that for the TRAI to then find homogeneity
on pricing will be contrary to its conclusion in the
consultation paper itself.

ii. Moreover, TRAI’s assumption that a consumer’s
choice between á-la-carte channel and bouquets is
merely determined on the basis of price is an
oversimplification of consumer preferences.

iii. This arises from
TRAI’s assumption
that choosing
channels á-la-carte is
the consumer
preferred route. There
is no data provided by
TRAI to substantiate
this assumption. On
the contrary, the FICCI
Media &
Entertainment Report
2022 too reveals that
most consumers
continued to opt for packs created by the MSOs and
LCOs with minimal customization. Nearly 80% of
subscribers are still choosing to procure bouquets,
despite the fact that the sum of all á-la-carte prices of
channels has significantly decreased for subscribers
after implementation of NTO 1. This shows that the
preference of Indian consumer is bouquets,
irrespective of the low price of á-la-carte channels. In
this regard, TRAI needs to take cognizance of various
factors such as, impact of huge number of channels
available to consumers to choose from as well as
viewing habits / patterns and habit of sampling
content from various channels by consumers, which
makes bouquets natural choice for consumers as
against subscription of channels on an á-la-carte
basis.

iv. Indian TV consumers prefer bundled channel offerings
since they find significantly more value for money in
the same. For instance, a monthly bill of INR 190 for

Source: Zee Entertainment Investor Presentation June 2021
Source: MPA

AavaSyakta baMDilaMga ko ]_oSya kao ivafla kr dogaI.T/a[- nao Kud
yah inaYkYa- inakalakr ek$pta kI kmaI payaI hO ik [sa ]Vaoga
ko ilae ek samaana laagat saMrcanaa kI Kaoja krnao kI AavaSyakta
haotI hO ijasao ek samaana maUlya inaQaa-rNa saMrcanaa p`aPt krnao ko ilae
AaQaar ko $p maoM ]pyaaoga ikyaa jaa sakta hO.tqya yah hO ik
T/a[- ka inaYkYa- yah hO ik yah AsaMBava hO̧  iksaI BaI ek$pta ko
iKlaaf hO.[sailae yah p`stut ikyaa jaata hO ik T/a[- ko ilae
maUlya inaQaa-rNa pr ek$pta ka pta lagaanaa pramaSa- p`~ maoM hI
]nako inaYkYa- ko ivaprIt haogaa.

2º [sako Alaavaa¸ T/a[- kI yah QaarNaa hO ik e–laa^–kaTo- caOnala AaOr
bauko ko baIca ek ]pBaao@ta kI psaMd kovala kImat ko AaQaar pr
inaQaa-irt kI jaatI hO̧  ]pBaao@ta varIyataAaoM ka ek baD,a sarlaIkrNa

hO.

3º yah T/a[- kI [sa QaarNaa sao
]%pnna haota hO ik caOnala caunanaa
]pBaao@taAaoM ka psaMdIda maaga-
hO.[sa QaarNaa kao p`maaiNat krnao
ko ilae T/a[- Wara kao[- DoTa ]plabQa
nahIM krayaa gayaa hO.[sako ivaprIt
if@kI maIiDyaa eMD eMTrTonamaoMT
irpaoT- 2022 sao BaI pta calata hO
ik AiQakaMSa ]pBaao@taAaoM nao
nyaUnatma AnaukUlana ko saaqa emaesaAao
AaOr elasaIAao Wara banaayao gayao pOk

kao caunanaa jaarI rKa.lagaBaga 80‰ ga`ahk ABaI BaI bauko KrIdnaa
psaMd krto hOM̧  [sa tqya ko baavajaUd kI enaTIAao 1 ko laagaU haonao
ko baad caOnalaaoM ko saBaI e–laa^–kaTo- kImataoM ka yaaoga ga`ahkaoM ko
ilae kafI kma hao gayaa hO.[sasao pta calata hO ik e–laa^–kaTo-
caOnalaaoM kI kma kImat ko baavajaUd BaartIya dSa-kaoM kI phlaI
p`aqaimakta bauko hO.[sa saMbaMQa maoM T/a[- kao ivaiBanna karkaoM kao
saM&ana laonao kI AavaSyakta hO jaOsao ]pBaao@taAaoM kao caunanao ko
ilae ]plabQa caOnalaaoM kI baD,I saM#yaa ko p`Baava ko saaqa–saaqa doKnao
kI AadtaoMÀpOTna- AaOr ]pBaao@taAaoM Wara ivaiBanna caOnalaaoM sao
saamaga`I ka namaUnaa laonao kI Aadt¸ jaao ]pBaao@taAaoM ko ilae e–
laa^–kaTo- AaQaar pr caOnalaaoM kI sadsyata ko maukabalao bauko kao
p`akRitk psaMd banaatI hO.

4º BaartIya TIvaI ]pBaao@ta baMDla ikyao gayao caOnala kI poSakSa psaMd
krto hOM̧  @yaaoMik ]nhoM ]saI pOsao ka kafI AiQak maUlya imalata
hO.]dahrNa ko ilae 2004 maoM 80 caOnalaaoM ko ilae 190 Épyao ka
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80 channels in 2004, when adjusted for inflation would
have been as high as INR 402 in 2018, but bundling
has reduced the monthly bill by INR 180 (INR 402 less
INR 222) and increased the number of channels per
household to 315.

v. In fact, across the world, bouquets have been firmly
established as the preferred route by consumers. A
Canadian study conducted in 2014 concluded that
“unbundling” could have adverse effects for the
broadcasting sector and could result in 26% of the
channels operative then becoming unviable. As per
CASBAA, in a study of broadcast regulations in 10
countries, apart from India, no country mandated á-
la-carte selling, and bouquets were the preferred
choice of consumers. Compared to countries like the
USA, Canada and countries in South Asia, India is
much more culturally and linguistically diverse and a
bouquet would be the most cost-effective solution
for a consumer to receive a variety of channels.

vi. Consumer preference for bouquets is also evident from
the negligible uptake of a-la-carte channels when the
prices thereof was lowered by several broadcasters
for a brief period following the notification of NTO 1.

vii. Pay TV average revenue per user (ARPU) in India is
one of the lowest in the world. Low ARPU of USD 4
per month makes Pay TV one of the most affordable
and preferable medium of entertainment in India.

viii. ARPU reflects the bill paid by a Pay TV customer to a
DPO. The fact that consumers at large prefer bouquets
demonstrates that they prefer lower monthly outgo
than the so-called convenience of á-la-carte choice.
Such a choice should be left to be decided by market
forces instead of the regulator mandating it.

ix. There is no empirical basis to suggest that the choice
between á-la-carte channel and bouquets has any
basis in the price of the channel as opposed to the
composition of the bouquet and variety/diversity of
channel/content therein, the need for homogeneity in
channel offerings does not arise.

B. If no, what measures should be taken to ensure
an effective a la carte choice which can be made
available to consumers without being
susceptible to perverse pricing of bouquets?

IBDF response:
As has been elucidated in our response to Issue 4

(a) above, consumer preference is for bouquet/bundling,

maaisak ibala¸ jaao ik 2018 maoM maud`asfIit ko baad baZ,kr 402
Épyao haota hO̧  laoikna baMDilaMga nao [sa kImat kao GaTakr 180Épyao
kr idyaa ³402 Épyao sao kma 222 Épyaó  AaOr p`it pirvaar
caOnalaaoM kI saM#yaa baZ,kr 315 hao gayaI.

5º vaastva maoM̧  duinayaa Bar maoM ]pBaao@taAaoM Wara bauko kao psaMdIda maaga- ko
$p maoM majabaUtI sao sqaaipt ikyaa gayaa hO.2014 maoM ek knaaiDyana
AQyayana nao yah inaYkYa- inakalaa ik ‘AnabaMDilaMga’ ka p̀saarNa xao~
pr p̀itkUla p̀Baava pD, sakta hO AaOr [sako pirNaamasva$p 26‰

caOnala saMcaailat hao sakto hOM jaao Avyavahaya- hao sakto hOM.saIeesabaIee
ko Anausaar¸ Baart ko Alaavaa 10 doSaaoM maoM p̀saarNa inayamaaoM ko ek
AQyayana maoM iksaI BaI doSa maoM e–laâ–kaTo- kI ibaËI Ainavaaya- nahIM
qaI AaOr bauko ]pBaao@taAaoM kI psaMdIda psaMd qao.saMyau@t rajya
Amaoirka¸ knaaDa AaOr dixaNa eiSayaa ko doSaaoM kI tulanaa maoM̧  Baart
saaMskRitk AaOr BaaYaa[- $p sao bahut AiQak ivaivaQa hO AaOr ivaiBanna
p̀kar ko caOnala p̀aPt krnao ko ilae ek bauko ]pBaao@ta ko ilae
sabasao AiQak laagat p̀BaavaI samaaQaana haogaa.

6º bauko ko ilae ]pBaao@ta kI p`aqaimakta e–laa^–kaTo- caOnalaaoM kI
nagaNya maaMga sao BaI spYT haotI hO̧  jaba enaTIAao 1 kI AiQasaUcanaa
ko baad k[- p`saarkaoM Wara ]nakI kImataoM kao ek saMixaPt AvaiQa
ko ilae kma ikyaa gayaa qaa.

7º Baart maoM po TIvaI eovaroja rovaonyaU p`it yaUjar ³eAarpIyaÚ  duinayaa maoM
sabasao kma hO.p`it maah 4 AmaoirkI Da^lar ka kma eAarpIyaU po
TIvaI kao Baart maoM manaaorMjana ka sabasao ikfayatI AaOr psaMdIda
maaQyama banaata hO.

8º eAarpIyaU po TIvaI gàahk Wara DIpIAao kao Baugatana ikyao gayao ibala
kao dSaa-ta hO.tqya yah hO ik baD,o pOmaanao pr ]pBaao@ta bauko kao
psaMd krto hOM̧  yah dSaa-ta hO ik vao e–laâ–kaTo- psaMd kI tqaakiqat
sauivaQaa kI tulanaa maoM kma maaisak Aa]Tgaao psaMd krto hOM.[sa trh
ko ivaklp kao inayaamak Wara Ainavaaya- krnao ko bajaaya baajaar kI
taktaoM Wara tya krnao ko ilae CaoD, donaa caaihe.

9º yah sauJaava donao ko ilae kao[- AnauBavajanya AaQaar nahIM hO ik e–
laa^–kaTo- caOnala AaOr bauko ko baIca cayana ka caOnala kI kImat maoM
kao[- AaQaar hO̧  bauko kI saMrcanaa AaOr ]samaoM caOnalaÀsaamaga`I kI
ivaivaQataÀivaivaQata ko ivaprIt¸ ek$pta kI AavaSyakta caOnala
Aa^firMga maoM ]%pnna nahIM haota hO.

b a I ºb a I ºb a I ºb a I ºb a I º yaid nahI M ¸ ta o ek p `Baava I e–laa ^–kaT o -  ivaklpyaid nahI M ¸ ta o ek p `Baava I e–laa ^–kaT o -  ivaklpyaid nahI M ¸ ta o ek p `Baava I e–laa ^–kaT o -  ivaklpyaid nahI M ¸ ta o ek p `Baava I e–laa ^–kaT o -  ivaklpyaid nahI M ¸ ta o ek p `Baava I e–laa ^–kaT o -  ivaklp
sa u inaiScat krna o ko ilae @yaa ]paya ikya o jaana osa u inaiScat krna o ko ilae @yaa ]paya ikya o jaana osa u inaiScat krna o ko ilae @yaa ]paya ikya o jaana osa u inaiScat krna o ko ilae @yaa ]paya ikya o jaana osa u inaiScat krna o ko ilae @yaa ]paya ikya o jaana o
caaihe jaao ]pBaao@taAaoM kao ivakRt maUlya inaQaa-rNa kocaaihe jaao ]pBaao@taAaoM kao ivakRt maUlya inaQaa-rNa kocaaihe jaao ]pBaao@taAaoM kao ivakRt maUlya inaQaa-rNa kocaaihe jaao ]pBaao@taAaoM kao ivakRt maUlya inaQaa-rNa kocaaihe jaao ]pBaao@taAaoM kao ivakRt maUlya inaQaa-rNa ko
p`it saMvaodnaSaIla hue ibanaa ]plabQa krayaa jaa sakoÆp`it saMvaodnaSaIla hue ibanaa ]plabQa krayaa jaa sakoÆp`it saMvaodnaSaIla hue ibanaa ]plabQa krayaa jaa sakoÆp`it saMvaodnaSaIla hue ibanaa ]plabQa krayaa jaa sakoÆp`it saMvaodnaSaIla hue ibanaa ]plabQa krayaa jaa sakoÆ

Aa[-baIDIef ]<ar:Aa[-baIDIef ]<ar:Aa[-baIDIef ]<ar:Aa[-baIDIef ]<ar:Aa[-baIDIef ]<ar:
jaOsaaik }pr idyao gayao AMk 4 ³e´ ko hmaaro javaaba maoM spYT
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with or without any price ceilings. Accordingly, there is
no need for any measures to push á-la-carte choice, which
is more costly and less desirable by consumers. By
allowing pricing and offering to be unfettered, it would
enable the broadcasters and the distributors to offer the
most viable market price for the bouquet and the a-la-
carte channels in view of the competition in the market.

C. Should the maximum retail price of an a-la-carte
pay channel forming bouquet be capped with
reference to average prices of all pay channels
forming the same bouquet? If so, what should
be the relationship between capped maximum
price of an a-la-carte channel forming the
bouquet and average price of all the pay
channels in that bouquet? Or else, suggest any
other methodology by which relationship
between the two can be established and
consumer choice is not distorted.

IBDF response:
i. With respect to the need for regulation of MRP of á-

la-carte pay channel within the bouquet in relation to
the average of the prices of pay channels forming part
of that bouquet, it is pertinent to note that the same is
unnecessary inter-alia since, it makes the stipulation
on ceiling price of a channel for inclusion in a bouquet
illusory. The same also has the potential to push
greater number of channels out from bouquets and
consequently, leaving them available for subscription
solely on á-la-carte basis.

ii. It is pertinent to highlight that, in the erstwhile
regulatory regime while the “twin conditions” did exist,
but only at the wholesale level when agreements used
to happen between stakeholders inter-alia on a fixed
fee basis. Importantly, the “twin conditions” were in
varied forms, and were never concurred to by
broadcasters and in some cases by other stakeholders
as well. The earlier twin conditions were arbitrary,
whimsical and without any basis, and as such, cannot
be used as a precedent. In fact, prior to NTO 2.0, twin
conditions have never existed at the retail level and
certainly not in the DAS regime. Further, these were
consciously rejected by TRAI while formulating NTO
1 in the first instance itself.

iii. Imposition of any formula/measure such as, the twin
condition on the pricing of bouquets or the channels
within such bouquets would ignore the complex
economics involved in pricing of á-la-carte channels

ikyaa gayaa hO ik ]pBaao@ta varIyata iksaI BaI maUlya saImaa ko saaqa yaa ibanaa
baukoÀbaMDilaMga ko ilae hO.td\nausaar¸ e–laa^–kaTo- psaMd kao Aagao baZ,anao ko
ilae iksaI ]paya kI AavaSyakta nahIM hO jaao ]pBaao@ta Wara AiQak
mahMgaa AaOr kma vaaMCnaIya hO.maUlya inaQaa-rNa AaOr poSakSa kao mau@t krnao
kI Anaumait dokr yah p`saarkaoM AaOr ivatrkaoM kao baajaar maoM p`itspQaa- kao
doKto hue bauko AaOr e–laa^–kaTo- caOnalaaoM ko ilae sabasao vyavahaya- baajaar
maUlya kI poSakSa krnao maoM saxama hO.

s a Iºs a Iºs a Iºs a Iºs a Iº @yaa ba uk o banaana o vaala o e–laa ^–kaTo - p o ca O nala ka@yaa ba uk o banaana o vaala o e–laa ^–kaTo - p o ca O nala ka@yaa ba uk o banaana o vaala o e–laa ^–kaTo - p o ca O nala ka@yaa ba uk o banaana o vaala o e–laa ^–kaTo - p o ca O nala ka@yaa ba uk o banaana o vaala o e–laa ^–kaTo - p o ca O nala ka
AiQaktma Kudra maUlya samaana bauko banaanao vaalao saBaIAiQaktma Kudra maUlya samaana bauko banaanao vaalao saBaIAiQaktma Kudra maUlya samaana bauko banaanao vaalao saBaIAiQaktma Kudra maUlya samaana bauko banaanao vaalao saBaIAiQaktma Kudra maUlya samaana bauko banaanao vaalao saBaI
po ca Onalaa o M kI AaOsat kImata o M ko sa MdBa - ma o M saIimatpo ca Onalaa o M kI AaOsat kImata o M ko sa MdBa - ma o M saIimatpo ca Onalaa o M kI AaOsat kImata o M ko sa MdBa - ma o M saIimatpo ca Onalaa o M kI AaOsat kImata o M ko sa MdBa - ma o M saIimatpo ca Onalaa o M kI AaOsat kImata o M ko sa MdBa - ma o M saIimat
haonaa caaiheÆyaid haM¸ tao bauko banaanao vaalao e–laa^–haonaa caaiheÆyaid haM¸ tao bauko banaanao vaalao e–laa^–haonaa caaiheÆyaid haM¸ tao bauko banaanao vaalao e–laa^–haonaa caaiheÆyaid haM¸ tao bauko banaanao vaalao e–laa^–haonaa caaiheÆyaid haM¸ tao bauko banaanao vaalao e–laa^–
kaTo - caOnala kI AiQaktma kImat AaOr ]sa bauko mao MkaTo - caOnala kI AiQaktma kImat AaOr ]sa bauko mao MkaTo - caOnala kI AiQaktma kImat AaOr ]sa bauko mao MkaTo - caOnala kI AiQaktma kImat AaOr ]sa bauko mao MkaTo - caOnala kI AiQaktma kImat AaOr ]sa bauko mao M
saBaI po caOnalaao M ko AaOsat maUlya ko baIca @yaa saMbaMQasaBaI po caOnalaao M ko AaOsat maUlya ko baIca @yaa saMbaMQasaBaI po caOnalaao M ko AaOsat maUlya ko baIca @yaa saMbaMQasaBaI po caOnalaao M ko AaOsat maUlya ko baIca @yaa saMbaMQasaBaI po caOnalaao M ko AaOsat maUlya ko baIca @yaa saMbaMQa
ha o n a a caa iheÆAqavaa ka o[ - Anya pwit sa uJa a[eha o n a a caa iheÆAqavaa ka o[ - Anya pwit sa uJa a[eha o n a a caa iheÆAqavaa ka o[ - Anya pwit sa uJa a[eha o n a a caa iheÆAqavaa ka o[ - Anya pwit sa uJa a[eha o n a a caa iheÆAqavaa ka o[ - Anya pwit sa uJa a[e
ijasasao daonaa o M ko baIca saMba MQa sqaaipt hao sako M AaOrijasasao daonaa o M ko baIca saMba MQa sqaaipt hao sako M AaOrijasasao daonaa o M ko baIca saMba MQa sqaaipt hao sako M AaOrijasasao daonaa o M ko baIca saMba MQa sqaaipt hao sako M AaOrijasasao daonaa o M ko baIca saMba MQa sqaaipt hao sako M AaOr
]pBaa o@ta kI psa Md ivakRt na hao.]pBaa o@ta kI psa Md ivakRt na hao.]pBaa o@ta kI psa Md ivakRt na hao.]pBaa o@ta kI psa Md ivakRt na hao.]pBaa o@ta kI psa Md ivakRt na hao.

Aa[-baIDIef ]<ar:Aa[-baIDIef ]<ar:Aa[-baIDIef ]<ar:Aa[-baIDIef ]<ar:Aa[-baIDIef ]<ar:
1º ]sa bauko ka ihssaa bananao vaalao po caOnalaaoM kI kImataoM ko AaOsat ko

saMbaMQa maoM bauko ko BaItr e–laa^–kaTo- po caOnala kI emaAarpI ko
ivainayamana kI AavaSyakta ko saMbaMQa maoM yah naaoT krnaa ]icat hO
ik yah Anya baataoM ko saaqa–saaqa AnaavaSyak hO.caUMik yah bauko maoM
Saaimala krnao ko ilae AiQak maUlya kI Sat- kao Ba`amak banaata
hO.[samaoM AiQak saM#yaa maoM caOnalaaoM kao baahr inakalanao kI xamata hO
AaOr pirNaamasva$p vao kovala e–laa^–kaTo- AaQaar pr sadsyata ko
ilae ]plabQa hO.

2º yah ]jaagar krnaa ]icat hO ik pUva-vatI- inayaamak vyavasqaa maoM̧
jabaik daohrI isqaityaaM maaOjaUd qaI¸ laoikna jaba qaaok str pr
ihtQaarkaoM ko baIca ek inaiScat Saulk ko AaQaar pr samaJaaOto
haoto qao.mah%vapUNa- $p sao jauD,vaaM isqaityaaM ivaiBanna $paoM maoM qaI AaOr
kBaI BaI p`saarkaoM Wara AaOr kuC maamalaaoM maoM Anya ihtQaarkaoM Wara
BaI sahmait nahIM dI gayaI qaI.phlao kI jauD,vaaM isqaityaaM manamaanaI¸
sanakI AaOr ibanaa iksaI AaQaar ko qaIM AaOr [sa trh ek imasaala
ko taOr pr [stomaala nahIM ikyaa jaa sakta hO.vaastva maoM enaTIAao
2º0 sao phlao Kudra str pr jauD,vaaM isqaityaaM kBaI maaOjaUd nahIM qaIM
AaOr inaiScat $p sao DIeesa Saasana maoM nahIM qaa.[sako Alaavaa
phlaI baar maoM hI enaTIAao 1 tOyaar krto samaya T/a[- Wara [nhoM
jaanabaUJakr Kairja kr idyaa gayaa qaa.

3º bauko ko maUlya inaQaa-rNa yaa eosao bauko ko BaItr caOnalaaoM ko maUlya
inaQaa-rNa pr iksaI BaI saU~Àmaap kao laagaU krnao sao bauko ko maUlya
inaQaa-rNa ko ivaprIt e–laa^–kaTo- caOnalaaoM ko maUlya inaQaa-rNa maoM Saaimala
jaiTla Aqa-Saas~ kI ]poxaa haogaI.ek TIvaI caOnala ka maUlya
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as opposed to pricing of bouquets. Pricing of a TV
channel depends on multiple factors including direct
costs incurred towards the production and distribution
of a TV channel, the expected revenues, future plans
including continuity / contingency plans, etc. Prices
of bouquets are uniquely determined inter-alia taking
into account the supply and demand factors of two
markets viz., Advertisement market and TV
broadcasting market for content.

iv. Offering of bouquets facilitates subscribers who may
not be able to afford á-la-carte offerings yet are
desirous of plurality and diversity of views and may
be keen to explore / sample different content, thereby
enabling them to enjoy a wide array of quality
programming through bouquets. The importance of
viewpoint plurality has also been highlighted by
TRAI. Thus, any attempt at linking the price of
bouquet of channels with its á-la-carte prices or cap
the discount on the sum of á-la-carte is bound to
adversely impact consumers who prefer bouquets.

v. Moreover, any mathematical formula for price fixation
will be ultimately unworkable and is also likely to lead
to increased market uncertainty, which is ultimately
harmful to the consumer.

vi. Accordingly, pricing of channels and bouquets as well
as bouquet composition ought to be left to be decided
by broadcasters on the basis of market dynamics,
competition, consumer uptake, etc. It is also reiterated
that the TRAI’s own finding in para 24 of the CP
militates against any such imposition.

Q5. Should any other condition be prescribed for
ensuring that a bouquet contains channels with
homogeneous prices? Please provide your comments
with justifications.

IBDF response:
No. There is no need for homogeneity in channel

offerings. As has been highlighted in response to Issue 4,
consumer choice is in favour of bouquets which provide
more value at affordable prices. It has also been highlighted
that homogeneity in pricing will defeat the objective of
bouquet formation, and that globally, there is no precedent
for mandating homogeneity of channel prices in a bouquet.
Imposition of any formula/measure will also be unworkable
and would likely result in market distortions. Accordingly,
no condition ought to be imposed to ensure that a bouquet
contains channels with homogeneous prices.

inaQaa-rNa k[- karkaoM pr inaBa-r krta hO ijasamaoM ek TIvaI caOnala ko
]%padna AaOr ivatrNa kI p`%yaxa laagat¸ Apoixat rajasva¸
inarMtrtaÀAakismak yaaojanaaAaoM saiht BaivaYya yaaojanaayaoM Aaid
Saaimala hO.bauko kI kImatoM Anya baataoM ko saaqa–saaqa ivaiSaYT $p
sao inaQaa-irt kI jaatI hO.saamaga`I ko ilae dao baajaaraoM yaanaI iva&apna
baajaar AaOr TIvaI p`saarNa baajaar kI AapUit- AaOr maaMga kark
Saaimala hO.

4º bauko kI poSakSa sao ]na ga`ahkaoM kao sauivaQaa haotI hO jaao e–laa^–
kaTo- kI poSakSa kao vahna krnao maoM saxama nahIM hao sakto hOM ifr BaI
bahulata AaOr ivacaaraoM kI ivaivaQata ko [-cCuk hOM AaOr ivaiBanna
saamaga`I ka pta lagaanaoÀnamaUnao laonao ko [cCuk hao sakto hOM ijasasao
]nhoM gauNava<aa p`aoga`aimaMga kI ek ivastRt EaRMKlaa ka AanaMd laonao maoM
saxama banaayaa jaa sakta hO.T/a[- nao dRiYTkaoNa kI bahulata ko
mah%va pr BaI p`kaSa Dalaa hO.[sa p`kar caOnalaaoM ko bauko kI kImat
kao ]nako e–laâ–kaTo- kImataoM ko saaqa jaaoD,nao ka kao[- BaI p̀yaasa yaa
e–laâ–kaTo- kI raiSa pr CUT kao saIimat krnao ka ]na ]pBaao@taAaoM
pr p̀itkUla p̀Baava pD,naa tya hO jaao bauko psaMd krto hOM.

5º [sako Alaavaa maUlya inaQaa-rNa ko ilae kao[- BaI gaiNatIya saU~ AMtt:
Avyaavahairk haogaa AaOr [sasao baajaar maoM AinaiScatta baZ, saktI
hO̧  jaao AMtt: ]pBaao@ta ko ilae hainakark hO.

6º td\nausaar caOnalaaoM AaOr bauko ko maUlya inaQaa-rNa ko saaqa–saaqa bauko
saMrcanaa kao p`saarkaoM Wara baajaar kI gaitSaIlata¸ p`itspQaa-¸
]pBaao@ta maaMga Aaid ko AaQaar pr tya krnao ko ilae CaoD, idyaa
jaanaa caaihe.yah BaI daohrayaa jaata hO ik saIpI ko pOra 24 maoM
T/a[- kI ApnaI Kaoja eosao iksaI BaI Aaraop ko iKlaaf hO.

p `5ºp `5ºp `5ºp `5ºp `5º @yaa yah sauinaiScat krnao ko ilae kao[- Anya Sat- inaQaa-@yaa yah sauinaiScat krnao ko ilae kao[- Anya Sat- inaQaa-@yaa yah sauinaiScat krnao ko ilae kao[- Anya Sat- inaQaa-@yaa yah sauinaiScat krnao ko ilae kao[- Anya Sat- inaQaa-@yaa yah sauinaiScat krnao ko ilae kao[- Anya Sat- inaQaa-
irt kI jaanaI caaihe ik ba uko ma o M samaana kImatao M vaala oirt kI jaanaI caaihe ik ba uko ma o M samaana kImatao M vaala oirt kI jaanaI caaihe ik ba uko ma o M samaana kImatao M vaala oirt kI jaanaI caaihe ik ba uko ma o M samaana kImatao M vaala oirt kI jaanaI caaihe ik ba uko ma o M samaana kImatao M vaala o
ca O n ala ha o MÆkRpyaa ApnaI iTPpiNayaa o M  ka o Aa O ica%ya koca O n ala ha o MÆkRpyaa ApnaI iTPpiNayaa o M  ka o Aa O ica%ya koca O n ala ha o MÆkRpyaa ApnaI iTPpiNayaa o M  ka o Aa O ica%ya koca O n ala ha o MÆkRpyaa ApnaI iTPpiNayaa o M  ka o Aa O ica%ya koca O n ala ha o MÆkRpyaa ApnaI iTPpiNayaa o M  ka o Aa O ica%ya ko
saaqa p`dana kro M.saaqa p`dana kro M.saaqa p`dana kro M.saaqa p`dana kro M.saaqa p`dana kro M.

Aa[-baIDIef ]<ar:Aa[-baIDIef ]<ar:Aa[-baIDIef ]<ar:Aa[-baIDIef ]<ar:Aa[-baIDIef ]<ar:
nahIM̧  caOnala kI poSakSa maoM ek$pta kI kao[- AavaSyakta nahIM

hO.jaOsaaik AMk 4 ko javaaba maoM batayaa gayaa hO̧  ]pBaao@ta kI psaMd ]na
bauko ko pxa maoM hO jaao ikfayatI kImataoM pr AiQak maUlya p`dana krto
hOM.yah BaI roKaMikt ikyaa gayaa hO ik maUlya inaQaa-rNa maoM ek$pta bauko
banaanao ko ]_oSya kao ivafla kr dogaI AaOr ivaSvastr pr bauko maoM caOnala
kImataoM kI ek$pta kao Ainavaaya- krnao ko ilae kao[- ]dahrNa nahIM
hO.iksaI BaI fa^maU-laoÀ]paya kao laagaU krnaa BaI Avyaavahaya- haogaa AaOr
[sako pirNaamasva$p baajaar maoM ivakRit Aa saktI hO.td\nausaar¸ yah
sauinaiScat krnao ko ilae kao[- Sat- nahIM lagaayaI jaanaI caaihe ik ek bauko
maoM samaana kImataoM vaalao caOnala haoM.
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